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TUNSTALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Medical  Officer’s  Report, 

For  the  Year  ending  December,  1896.  J 


To  THE  Tunstall  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Fifth  Annual 
Report,  and  whilst  I  have  the  pleasure  of  being  able  to 
record  statistics  of  a  more  favourable  character  than  those 
I  was  privileged  to  bring  before  you' for  the  year  1895/,  I 
have  to  point  out  that  there  is  still  room  for  considerable 
improvement. 

POPULATION.* 

The  population  of  Tunstall  in  1891  numbered  15,730; 
calculating  the  rate  of  increase  to  be  in  the  same  ratio  as 
in  the  ten  years  1881-91,  the  estimated  population  in  the 
middle  of  1895  would  number  16,510.  The  area  of  the 
township  is  831  acres. 

BIRTHS. 

The  births  registered  in  1896  numbered  732.  Of  these, 
375  are  male  births,  and  357  female  births,  and  represent 
an  annual  rate  of  increase  of  44*3  per  1000  living.  Com¬ 
pared  with  the  year  1895,  the  births  are  88  more,  and  the 
rate  of  increase  greater  by  5  per  1000  living.  In  addition, 
I  find  that  the  births  of  44  still-born  children  have  been 
notified  to  the  Registrar  at  the  Cemetery.  I  may  here 
state  that  the  above  is  the  highest  annual  birth  rate  recorded 
in  the  history  of  Tunstall. 

DEATHS. 

347  deaths  from  all  causes  have  been  registered  during 
the  year.  Of  these,  182  are  males  and  165  females,  and 
represent  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  of  21  per  1000  of  the 
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estimated  population.  I  am  pleased  to  say  this  is  5*15  per 
1000  less  than  was  recorded  for  the  preceding  year,  but  still 
leaves  much  to  be  desired.  The  rates  for  the  preceding  five 
years  were  as  follows  : — 

1895  •••  •••  •••  26'i5 

1894  •••  •••  •••  i9’9 

1893  •••  •••  i9'9 

1892  ...  ...  ...  22'i8 

1891  ...  ...  ...  22-8 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

'  is  still  excessively  high,  and  is  the  chief  factor  in  producing 
the  rather  high  general  mortality  rate.  It  is  some  satisfac¬ 
tion,  however,  to  be  able  to  state  that  there  is  a  considerable 
improvement  over  the  record  of  1895. 

142  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  one  year,  and  38 
at  ages  between  one  and  five  years.  The  infant  mortality 
under  one  year  is  in  the  proportion  of  194  per  1000  births 
registered,  and  is  94' 15  per  1000  less  than  that  recorded  for 
the  preceding  year. 

An  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough,  with  complications  of 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  among  young  children  prevailed 
during  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  and  materially  in¬ 
fluenced  the  mortality  rate,  particularly  the  infantile  rate. 

A  want  of  cleanliness  in  the  surroundings  of  the  children, 
with  improper  feeding  and  careless  nursing,  are  still  potent 
factors  in  bringing  about  so  much  mortality. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM 

have  caused  66  deaths.  Of  these  33  have  been  caused  by 
Convulsions  in  young  children,  and  in  many  cases  are  the 
result  of  negligence  and  careless  feeding. 

DISEASES  OE  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS 

are  accountable  for  64  deaths,  occurring  chiefly  at  the 
extreme  ages  of  life  and  at  periods  of  the  year  when 
seasonal  influences  are  mostly  felt. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES 

have  caused  47  deaths.  Of  these  23  are  assigned  to  Phthisis, 
being  the  same  number  as  I  reported  for  1895.  I  ^e^ 
reason  to  alter  the  opinion  I  expressed  in  my  report  for 
1895  with  regard  to  the  causation  of  this  disease. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

37  deaths  have  been  caused  by  these  diseases — 24  Mias¬ 
matic  and  13  Diarrhoeal, — and  are  in  the  proportion  of  2 ’2 
per  1000,  as  compared  with  62  deaths,  and  a  rate  of  3*7  per 
1000  for  the  previous  year.  Whooping  Cough,  with  its 
complications,  claimed  the  largest  number  of  victims,  and 
was  chiefly  fatal  among  very  young  children. 

The  cases  of  Diarrhoea  occurred  in  July  and  August, 
and  w^ere,  doubtless,  induced  by  the  hot  weather  then 
experienced. 

VACCINATION. 

358  children  have  been  successfully  vaccinated  during 
the  year,  and  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  there  has  not  been 
a  single  case  of  Small  Pox  reported  during  the  year. 

REMOVAL  OE  NIGHT  SOIL  AND  ASHES. 

From  systematic  observations  I  have  made  in  the  back 
yards  and  streets  of  the  town,  I  can  report  that  the  con¬ 
tractor  is  performing  his  work  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
Steady  progress  is  being  made  in  substituting  water  closets 
for  the  old  cesspits,  the  number  amounting  to  52. 

BACK  ENTRIES. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  no  attention  has  as  yet  been  given 
to  the  paving  of  the  back  entries,  mentioned  in  my  last 
report,  but  I  trust  this  matter  will  be  finally  disposed  of 
during  the  current  year.  I  have  observed  lately  a  great 
want  of  cleanliness  in  the  various  through  passages  between 
the  streets  in  the  town,  and  beg  to  suggest  that  a  scavenger 
be  told  off  every  day  to  attend  to  the  same. 

DILAPIDATED  PROPERTY. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  during  the  year  to 
repairing  the  dilapidated  property,  mentioned  in  my  last 
report,  and  I  have  also  to  report  the  closing  of  twenty-three 
houses  during  the  year  as  being  unfit  for  habitation. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  the  new  Sewage  scheme  is  not  yet  an 
accomplished  fact,  but  there  is  every  prospect  of  the  work 
being  started  within  the  next  few  weeks. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shews  the  cases  of  Infectious  sickness 
notified  during  the  year : — 


Scarlatina  ...  ...  ...  75 

Diptheria  ...  ...  ...  i 

Typhoid  Eever...  ...  ...  19 

Membranous  Croup  ...  ...  i 

Puerperal  Eever  ...  ...  4 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  14 


Three  cases  of  Scarlatina  and  two  cases  of  Typhoid 
Eever  were  treated  at  the  Bradwell  Infectious  Hospital.  I 
have  been  very  anxious  to  isolate  more  of  the  cases  of 
Scarlatina,  but  still  find  it  difficult  to  overcome  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  parents.  Every  precaution,  as  far  as  practicable, 
in  the  homes  of  the  parents  has  been  adopted  to  prevent 
spreading  of  these  diseases. 

Bye-laws  have  been  made  by  the  Council  with  respect  to 
New  Streets  and  Buildings,  and  as  they  are  exactly  in 
accord  with  bye-laws  for  the  same  purpose  made  by  the 
Corporation  of  Burslem,  considerable  advantages  will,  no 
doubt,  result  therefrom  seeing  the  close  proximity  of  the 
two  towns. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Win.  PARTINGTON. 


Deaths  Reg^istered  -Trom  all  Causes  during:  the  Year  1896. 
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I.  Specific  Febrile,  or  Zy¬ 
motic  Diseases 

21 

12 

2 

3 

I 

I 

40 

II.  Parasitic  Diseases 

I 

•  •  • 

»  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

... 

... 

I 

III.  Dietic  Diseases 

IV.  Constitutional  Diseases 

5 

7 

3 

3 

6 

10 

5 

7 

I 

47 

V.  Developmental  Diseases 

16 

.  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

6 

2 

• «  • 

24 

VI.  Local  Diseases 

62 

19 

6 

13 

9 

17 

21 

18 

15 

5 

4 

189 

VIL  Deaths  from  Violence... 

I 

•  • 

2 

I 

I 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

7 

VIII.  Deaths  from  Ill-Defined 
and  Not  Specified  Causes 

37 

... 

... 

I 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

39 

Totals .  . 

347 

SUMMARY.  No.  of 

Deaths 

I, — Specific  Febrile,  or  Zymotic  Diseases. 

1.  Miasmatic  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  24 

2.  Diarrhoea!  ...  ..  ...  ...  13 

3.  Malarial 

4.  Zoogenous 

5.  Venereal 

6.  Septic  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

II. — Parasitic  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

III.  — Dietic  Diseases. 

IV.  — Constitutional  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  47 

V. — Developmentai.  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  24 

VI. — Local  Diseases. 

1.  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  ...  ...  66 

2.  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Special  Sense 

3.  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ...  ...  24 

3.  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  .  ...  64 

5.  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ...  ...  17 

6.  Diseases  of  Lymphatic  System 

7.  Diseases  of  Gland-like  Organs  of  Uncertain  Use,  ...  i 

8.  Diseases  of  Urinary  System  ...  ...  8 

9.  Diseases  of  Reproductive  System 

(a).  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Generation 

((^).  Diseases  of  Parturition  ...  ...  8 

10.  Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints  ...  ...  i 

11.  Diseases  of  Integumentary  System 

VIL— Violence. 

1.  Accident  or  Negligence  ...  ...  ...  5 

2.  Homicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

3.  Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

4.  Execution 

VIII. — Ill-Defined  and  not  Specified  Causes  ...  ...  39 


347 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 


Done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Department  during’  the 
year  1896  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Tunstall. 


Inspec¬ 

tions 

and 

Obser¬ 

vations 

made. 

Formal 

Notices 

by 

Author¬ 

ity. 

N  uis- 
ances 
Abated 
after 
Notice. 

Dwelling- 

houses 

'Foul  Conditions  ...  .  about 

Structural  Defects 

OJ 

:  0 
-  0 

22 

235 

and 

Overcrowding  ... 

6 

6 

6 

Schools. 

^ Unfit  for  Habitation  ...  ...  closed 

23 

Lodging-houses  (not  I^odging-house  Inspector) 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds  . .  visits 

300 

... 

C  4-1 

:3  ^  ^ 

Bakehouses 

30 

§ E 

Slaughter-houses  ..  ...inspected 

590 

»  •  • 

d  U4  dj 
dj  U-i 

Canal  Boats  visited  and  inspected 

67 

.. 

y  u 
is  ^  -Q 

Ashpits  and  Privies  repaired  . .  ■ 

56 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  removed 

4 

Water  Closets  converted  from  Privies 

52 

House  ( 

Defective  Traps... 

No  Disconnection  ...  disconnected 

5 

20 

Drainage  | 

Other  Faults 

Water  Supply  ... 

Pigsties  removed 

2 

Animals  improperly  kept... 

5 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisances 

2 

Other  Nuisances 

20 

... 

Totals 

1482 

28 

_ 

241 

Nos. 


Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  .. 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  Found  Adulterated 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


-c  .in 


a 

V 

s 


0)  rt 


Cl, 

<v 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto  lo  Class-rooms 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 


Disinfectants  have  been  supplied  and  freely  used  in  any  cases  under  this  heading. 


(Signed),  SAME.  MOSS,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Date,  27th  Jan.,  1897. 
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